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MECC may grant access to its data to persons who have a valid scientific interest in the 
data, are engaged in demographic, epidemiological, or other similar studies related to health, 
and agree in writing to meet the guidelines established by MECC Executive and Steering 
Committees.  Individuals seeking access must provide information sufficient to justify the 
request as described in the Agreement for Access to MECC Data.     

The signed agreement must be submitted to the Executive Director of MECC. The MECC 
Executive Committee must review the request, determine that the applicant is qualified, the 
Scientific question is appropriate, and approve the agreement in writing prior to granting 
access to the individual.  

Disclosure of MECC Data  

  Guidelines  

Disclosure of MECC data means the granting of the right to examine the data for the 
scientific question proposed by the requester. Further disclosure of the data by the requester 
to any other entity or the use of the data for a purpose other than that for which the data was 
requested is prohibited.  

Only data necessary for the stated purpose of the request will be disclosed.  The data may 
be used only for the approved purpose.     

Disclosure must be requested by an individual (usually a principal investigator) and the 
institution with which the principal investigator is affiliated.  As part of the request, both the 
principal investigator and an authorized representative of the institution must sign the 
Agreement for Disclosure of MECC Data.  If the request is approved, the disclosure will be 
transmitted to the principal investigator.    

 
 



Format and transmittal of data  

Data will be formatted in a mutually agreed upon file format. Files will be encrypted using a 
strong encryption (such as the Advanced Encryption Standard) and put on CD ROM's. The 
CD ROM's will be shipped overnight to the Principal Investigator via a company that provides 
tracking information on the shipment.  

In addition to the general requirements, the researcher is required to demonstrate that their 
research has scientific merit, and that their institution has acceptable data security policies 
and procedures.  

Application procedure  

The following materials must be submitted:  

1 Description of the project and a list of requested data items.  Materials submitted as 
part of a request may include a letter of support from a mentor.  
2 Documentation that the project was reviewed by an internal committee of the 
submitting institution.  
3 Documentation of adequate financial and institutional resources to complete the 
proposed project.  If the research study is externally funded, a copy of the Notice of Grant 
Award or similar document should be provided.  
4 A statement describing how long and in what form MECC data will be kept and if it will 
be returned or destroyed at the end of the project.  
5 Agreement for Disclosure of MECC Data signed by the principal investigator and an 
authorized representative of the recipient institution.  
 



 Agreement for Access to MECC Data  

Name of applicant:   

Title:  

Organizational affiliation:  

Address: ________________________________________________________  

   _____________________________________________________  

1. Applicant requires access to MECC data to engage in the following demographic, 
epidemiological or other similar studies related to health:  

2. The specific purpose for which Applicant will use MECC data, and the data files to be 
accessed (e.g. type(s) of cancer, patient characteristics, diagnosis years, geographical 
areas) and other relevant information are:  

3. Applicant’s qualifications to engage in these activities are as follows:  
4. In consideration for approval of this application, Applicant represents, warrants, and 

agrees as follows:  
a. For purposes of this agreement, "MECC data" means all information relating to cases of 

cancer collected by the MECC member Countries.  
b. Applicant agrees to access and use the requested MECC data in strict conformity with the 

specific purposes set forth in his or her application. Applicant agrees not to use the data for 
any other purpose.  Applicant agrees not to copy or reproduce the MECC data in whole or in 
part, in any manner or format, or permit others to do so.  

c. Applicant may describe the results of Applicant's use of MECC data in professional journals, 
public reports, presentations, press releases and other publications, provided that a copy is 
provided to the institution from which Applicant receives access and that all publications 
contain acknowledgment and disclaimer (see below)  

d. If Applicant becomes aware that any person or institution not authorized to access MECC 
data has attempted to gain access or gained access to the MECC data, Applicant agrees to 
immediately notify MECC Executive Director.  

e. MECC Executive Director reserves the right to withdraw Applicant's right to access and use 
MECC data at any time.  
 



By my signature I declare as follows:  

I have read the foregoing agreement.  By signing below I make the agreements, 
representations and warranties contained therein.  I understand that these agreements, 
representations and warranties are material representations of fact upon which reliance was 
placed when this transaction was entered into.  

Signature  

Printed Name and Title Dated  

The _____________________________________ ("Recipient Institution") (Name of 
institutional recipient)   

APPROVAL BY MECC Executive Director    

Signature Dated  

Printed Name and Title  



   Acknowledgement and Disclaimer  

All publications shall contain the following acknowledgment and disclaimer: "The collection of 
cancer incidence data used in this study was supported by the U.S. National Cancer Institute 
as part of the MECC Registries program. The ideas and opinions expressed herein are those 
of the author and endorsement by the MECC members is not intended nor should be 
inferred.”  


